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Kids who have completed kindergarten should enter first grade with a solid grasp of basic numerical
concepts including counting, number recognition and identifying the difference between number
values. First grade math builds on these concepts with the introduction of addition and subtraction
as well as more advanced number relationships within base 10. Through integration of technology
such as online math games, teachers can present these new ideas in a way that makes math fun
and engaging for children of all skill levels.

Technology and Education

Incorporating technology into education isnâ€™t a new idea. Computers have been fixtures of schools
and individual classrooms for many years, with students using them for everything from learning to
type to doing research for reports. Young children are at a prime age for picking up on the skills
necessary to properly utilize technology as part of their daily lives and can often adapt quickly to a
virtual environment. This makes it both easy and practical for teachers to use first grade math
games in the classroom. When kids engage in an online learning environment, they build skills in
computer use as well as in the subject being presented, thereby gaining knowledge that they can
use in both the classroom and out in the real world.

Individualized Learning Environments

One concept that keeps popping up in modern educational models is the idea of individualized
instruction for students who are struggling. Advanced students also benefit from a learning
environment where material is presented on their level rather than at a set pace. With a classroom
full of students all approaching first grade math with slightly different skill levels and learning styles,
it can be difficult for teachers to get all of the essential information across in a way that makes sense
to every child. The adaptive nature of online programs and games makes them very useful when it
comes to giving students an individual learning experience. Kids can play through games on their
own time, progressing to the next level only when theyâ€™ve mastered the current one, ensuring a
better understanding of each new concept.

Building Skills Through Interactive Play

Itâ€™s said that kids donâ€™t get enough time to be kids any more, and with the growing demands on
students of all ages, this is often the case. More and more frequently, playtime is edged out by
homework and other school-related obligations. But kids need time to play and interact in settings
outside of the classroom. First grade math games take this need for play into account while still
providing the solid foundation necessary for kids to understand basic math concepts and build
proficiency in core skills.

The concepts learned in first grade math are essential to developing a full understanding of
mathematics as a whole. Combining online math games and other tools within a virtual learning
environment helps kids to visualize new ideas as they engage with entertaining characters and
settings. With these tools at their disposal, itâ€™s possible for teachers to keep math material fresh and
interactive throughout the year, making it easier to present potentially difficult concepts to all
students within a traditional classroom setting.
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Jim Wheelin - About Author:
Jim Wheelin writes about many different educational topics for parents, kids and teachers. In his
latest project, he worked with elementary teachers to find fun a first grade math games  and other
classroom activities. Jim strongly encourages other parents and teachers to test educational games
such as the ones offered at a http://www.dreambox.com/first-grade-math-games.
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