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Before blogging became popular, digital communities took many forms, including Usenet,
commercial online services such as GEnie, BiX and the early CompuServe, e-mail lists[10] and
Bulletin Board Systems (BBS). In the 1990s, Internet forum software, created running conversations
with "threads." Threads are topical connections between messages on a virtual "corkboard."

The modern blog evolved from the online diary, where people would keep a running account of their
personal lives. Most such writers called themselves diarists, journalists, or journalers. Justin Hall,
who began personal blogging in 1994 while a student at Swarthmore College, is generally
recognized as one of the earlier bloggers,[11] as is Jerry Pournelle.[12] Dave Winer's Scripting
News is also credited with being one of the older and longer running weblogs.[13][14] Another early
blog was Wearable Wireless Webcam, an online shared diary of a person's personal life combining
text, video, and pictures transmitted live from a wearable computer and EyeTap device to a web site
in 1994. This practice of semi-automated blogging with live video together with text was referred to
as sousveillance, and such journals were also used as evidence in legal matters.
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